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jealousy of Sir Robert Hart's position and power
led him to sanction, if he did not encourage, this
dangerous intrigue, and to endeavour to undermine
the loyalty of more than one of the Inspector-General's
subordinates. But the effort was half-hearted at
best, and Sir Robert Hart's resourcefulness was more
than a match for the conspirators, whose sordid
interests were all too obvious. Li speedily dissociated
himself from a plot foredoomed to failure, and his
relations with the Inspector-General remained out-
wardly cordial and confidential. But the ambitions
which inspired it were scotched, not killed ; they
came to the surface again in May, 1906, when Tang
Shao-yi, from the height of his position as Vice-
President of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, returned
to the attack, endeavouring to subordinate Sir Robert
Hart and the Customs service to his own authority,
and finally bringing about the departure and resigna-
tion of China's most competent and loyal adviser.
Much of the harvest of ingratitude and discourtesy
which Sir Robert Hart reaped at the hands of the
Chinese Government from 1900 to 1908 was sown
in the Viceregal Yamen of Li Hung-chang during
the years preceding the Japanese war, when his power
and fame were at their highest.

I have said that his jealousy of Gordon was to some
extent natural, and explicable by the facts of his
own position. Nevertheless, the manner in which
it was manifested revealed a streak of the ungenerous
distrust which characterised nearly all his relations
with Europeans engaged in the service of China, So
long as the forces of the Taipings remained undefeated,
fit relied on the " Ever-victorious Army " as the back-
bone of the Imperial army, but once the end of the